Materialism/Consumerism in the U.S. Questionnaire

1. What do you mean by ‘materialism?’ (Webster: a preoccupation with material rather than intellectual or spiritual things) _____________________________
2. What’s the difference between ‘materialism’ & ‘consumerism’? (Webster: a preoccupation with the buying of consumer goods) _____________________
3. Do you deserve what you have? ______________
a. Do you feel you have been lucky? ________
b. Do you feel you have worked hard? _________
c. Do you deserve more than you have? _________
d. If you denied yourself, would the rest of the world have more? _______
e. Do you have it all at the expense of others? _________
4. What would the people in China be doing if they weren’t making stuff for Americans to consume? __________________________________________
5. Is materialism the main problem in this country? ______________
6. What about money? How does it relate to materialism? _________________

7. Some people think the ultra-wealthy are ruining the U.S. What do you think motivates the ultra-wealthy? __________________________________________
8. Why do rich people work at all? Why does a millionaire want to be a billionaire? _________________________________________________________________

9. By locking up so much wealth, are rich people denying it to the rest of us? _____

10. Is materialism a disease of the middle class? __________
11. Are the poorest among us just as materialistic as the richest of us? ________

12. Why do people become attached to material objects? _______________________
a. For men, why are so many of you attached to cars? ________________
b. For women, why do so many of you have to have ‘knick knacks’? _____
13. What about conspicuous consumption, i.e., announcing to the world that we have wealth? Like owning a Lexus… “I have it; I might as well flaunt it.” Or for blue collar folks, it might be wanting to have the biggest pick-up truck… __________
14. What do you have that means a lot to you? Examples: something your grandmother owned, an art object… Why? ______________________
15. Where does Materialism rank in relation to your other values? Adventure / Family / Spirituality / Service to Others / Travel / Freedom / Learning / Security / Power / Creativity / Friends / Solitude / Wealth / Charity / _____ *see below
16. Do you own anything you feel guilty about possessing? ________
17. In the U.S. is property worth more than a person’s life? Example: hanging a man for stealing a horse. Shooting those who are looting. __________________
18. Have you been a victim of theft or burglary? _____________
19. What do you covet that belongs to someone else? ____________
20. What do you really want that you don’t have? ______________
a. What are you willing to do to get it? ______________
b. What would you be willing to do if your family didn’t have enough water to drink? __________________________

21. Is there any such thing as enough? ___ Do you have enough? _______________
22. What do you think of the saying “less is more”; “small is beautiful”? _______
a. Do you know other sayings like that? _____________________________
* Note: For a longer list of ‘values’ email Anna: washin2432@aol.com 

