You’re invited to a Salon: Sunday, March 19, 3-6 pm

The Right to Die
Thou shalt not kill.
– Torah or Holy Bible, Old Testament, basis of Christian & Jewish law, one of the 10 commandments Moses brought down from Mount Arrarat
Is suicide an option for you?  Do we have a right to die when …we feel like it? …life becomes too hard? …too painful? …the quality has gone below some minimum standard? ...when we feel it’s not worth living any more?  Has anyone in your circle committed suicide?  [Some grief many come up, but this is not the focus.] Would you commit suicide if your quality of life was rapidly declining?  Does it make a difference whether or not you have children?  Do your beliefs (in heaven & hell, or in reincarnation, for example) influence your attitude about taking your own life?  Should we assist someone we love when they ask for help in committing suicide? What about when they are incapacitated and suffering?  Can we control how we die? Can a person decide to die – simply will the body to die?  Who gets to decide when it’s okay to die?  What laws do we have?  What laws should we have?  How do you want to die? What is a good death? I heard this recently: “People who are 75 ought to just commit suicide for the sake of the younger generation.”

The Salon will be facilitated by Pick Conner (with an assist from his wife, Heather) and Paul Nagy. Pick teaches death & dying at West Georgia University & Paul is trained as a Unitarian minister & has been involved in a variety of spiritually oriented groups. Pick and Heather have a deceased son, David, who was very ill and decided to die about three years ago. Kim Laidlaw will offer her expertise in legal aspects of the topic.
After the salon I propose, for those who feel like it after such a heavy topic, that we go out to dinner at Captain John’s Dockside Restaurant in Cole Park Plaza on 15-501 South of Chapel Hill (out there after you pass Southern Village and before you get to Fearrington Village). Those who don’t attend the salon could still meet us out there for dinner if you like, at 7:00, but let me know in advance.
Note: we will be out of town the previous weekend (March 10th-12th), so email me (Anna, washin2432@aol.com or call if you don’t have email 929-2249) to reserve your place in the Salon ASAP! I will need to know Yes or No to the salon & Yes or No to dinner at Captain John’s. Maximum of 20. And please let me know in advance if you find out later you can’t come so we can give someone else a chance. Please arrive 15 minutes early. Bring a beverage (& snack) if you like. We will have potato chips & water or tea. We will start on time.

Next Salon: May 13 – Mary Luckhardt & Whit Price will facilitate on the topic of Materialism. Saturday night, 7:30-10:00 – Potluck at 6:00 pm.

